
Siskiyou County 
Planning Commission Supplemental Staff Report 

August 21, 2024 

New Business Agenda Item No. 2.4 
McLauglin Quarry (UP-82-23) and SP-24-02  

Property Owners: Jonathan & Lorraine Menell 
 1340 Lighthill Road 
 Fort Jones, CA 

Project Summary Use Permit 82-23 Revocation 

Location: West of Moffett Creek and the city of Fort Jones on Light Hill Road, on 
APNs 024-040-220 and 024-040-320; Township 43N, Range 9W, Section 
3, MDB&M (Latitude 41°36’19” N, Longitude 122°51’51” W). 

Exhibits: A. McLauglin Quarry UP-82-23 
 B. Reclamation Determination by Lead Agency 
 C. Determination concurrence by the State Agency 
 D. Draft Resolution PC-2024-020 
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Background 

Land Use Permit UP-82-23 was approved by the Siskiyou County Planning Commission on August 18, 
1982 (Exhibit A) to remove rock from an existing quarry. This Use Permit automatically terminated and 
all rights thereunder rescinded when not used within one year of the date of issuance or, if once 
established, not used for one year, as noted in the Use Permit.  

 
Figure 1: Use Permit UP-82-23 Note 

According to Inspection and production reports on file, the McLaughlin Quarry was mined intermittently 
until 2008. Reclamation activities occurred during periods of production and continued through 2011. A 
site inspection was conducted in October 2011 in which Siskiyou County, as the Lead Agency, 
determined that reclamation had been completed. The determination was sent to California Department 
of Conservation, Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR formerly Office of Mine Reclamation OMR) on 
June 19, 2012 (Exhibit B) and DMR responded that they did not concur with the closure determination. 
After further discussion between county staff and DMR, they provided a letter with their concurrence 
(Exhibit C) on January 25, 2013. 

As the mine operation was not active for more than a year, the permit automatically terminated and to 
formalize the termination of the Use Permit, staff believe it is appropriate for the corresponding use 
permit to be revoked in accordance with Siskiyou County Code Section 10-6.1402. 

 
Figure 2: McLaughlin Quarry - Aerial Image showing existing site conditions (7/16/2022) 
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Discussion 
According to California Civil Code and confirmed by several court cases throughout the state, rights 
(such as a Conditional Use Permit) are freely transferrable and run with the land. In order to formalize 
the termination of the Use Permit due to the closure of the mine site and conclusion of the effective 
date, the permit would need to be formally revoked.  

Before the Board shall consider the revocation of any permit, the Planning Commission shall hold a 
public hearing thereon after giving written notice thereof to the permittee at least ten (10) days in 
advance of such hearing and in the same time and manner provided by law. Within five (5) days 
thereafter, the Planning Commission shall transmit a report of its findings and its recommendations on 
the revocation to the Board. 

Findings 
The following finding must be made in order for the Planning Commission to recommend revocation to 
the Board of Supervisors: 

Use Permit UP 82-23 was not mined for more than one year, and therefore automatically 
terminated as identified on page 1 of the permit. 

Environmental Review 
The revocation of a use permit is considered to be a Class 21 Categorical Exemption pursuant to 
Section 15321 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Enforcement Actions by Regulatory 
Agencies. 

Comments 
No comments have been received at the time this staff report was written. 
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Planning Staff Recommendations 
• Adopt Resolution PC-2024-020 taking the following actions: 

1. The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors find pursuant to 
Siskiyou County Code 10-6.1402 that UP-82-23 automatically terminated and should be 
revoked. 

2. The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors revoke use permits 
UP-82-23. 

3. The Planning Commission determines this project categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15321. 

Suggested Motion 
I move that we adopt Resolution PC-2024-020, A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County 
of Siskiyou, Recommending that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors Revoke the Use Permit of 
McLaughlin Quarry (UP-82-23), Make All Necessary Findings Required Under the Siskiyou County 
Municipal Code and Determine the Project Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

Preparation 
Prepared by the Siskiyou County Planning Division. 

For project specific information or to obtain copies for your review, please contact:  

Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 
Siskiyou County Planning Division 
806 S. Main Street 
Yreka, California 96097 
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Resolution PC 2024-020 

A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Siskiyou 
Recommending that the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors Formalize the 

Termination of Use Permit for Mclaughlin Quarry by Revoking Use Permit 
UP-82-23 and Determine the Project Exempt from the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) 

Whereas, Use Permit UP-82-23 was approved for the McLaughlin Quarry by the 
Planning Commission on August 18, 1982, to remove rock from an existing quarry; and  

Whereas, the mine associated with use permit UP-82-23 is closed; and 

Whereas, use permit UP-82-23 was not mined for more than one year, and therefore 
automatically terminated, as identified on page 1 of the permit; and 

Whereas, revocation of use permit UP-82-23 is necessary to properly close out the 
County’s associated mine file; and 

Whereas, a Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Siskiyou Daily News on June 
12, 2024; and 

Whereas, hearing notices were posted pursuant to Siskiyou County Code Section 10-
6.2805 et seq.; and 

Whereas, notification of the Community Development Department’s intent to seek 
revocation of UP-82-23 and hearing notices were mailed first class to all property owners of the 
properties associated with Use Permit UP-82-23; and 

Whereas, the Planning Division presented its oral and written staff report on the 
revocation of UP-82-23 at the Planning Commission’s regularly scheduled meeting on August 
21, 2024; and  

Whereas, on August 21, 2024, the Chair of the Planning Commission opened the duly 
noticed public hearing on the revocation of UP-82-23 to receive testimony, both oral and written, 
following which the Chair closed the public hearing and the Commission discussed the 
revocation of use permit UP-82-23, prior to reaching its decision; and 

Whereas, the Planning Division recommended that the revocation of UP-82-27 be 
determined categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 15321 of the CEQA Guidelines because this determination is defined as an 
enforcement action taken by a regulatory agency; and 

  



Exhibit D – Draft Resolution PC-2024-020 
Revocation of Use Permit UP-82-23  Page 2 of 2 

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Planning Commission, based on the evidence 
in the record, hereby takes the following actions on the revocation of UP-82-23: 

1. The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors find pursuant 
to Siskiyou County Code 10-6.1402 that UP-82-23 automatically terminated and 
should be revoked. 

2. The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors revoke use 
permits UP-82-23. 

3. The Planning Commission determines this project categorically exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15321. 

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Resolution PC-2024-020 was duly adopted on a 
motion by Commissioner __________________________ and seconded by Commissioner 
__________________________, at a regular meeting of the Siskiyou County Planning 
Commission held on the 21st day of August 2024, by the following voice vote: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Abstain: 

Siskiyou County Planning Commission 

_____________________________________ 
Jeff Fowle, Chair 

Witness, my hand and seal this 21st day of August 2024. 

____________________________________________ 
Hailey Lang, Secretary of the Commission 


	New Business Agenda Item No. 3.4 McLauglin Quarry (UP-82-23) and SP-24-02
	Background
	Discussion
	Findings
	Environmental Review
	Comments
	Planning Staff Recommendations
	Suggested Motion
	Preparation
	SP2402_UP8223_ExhibitD_DraftResolutionPC2024-020.pdf
	Resolution PC 2024-020

	SP2402_UP8223_2.4-McLaughlinQuarry_StaffReport.pdf
	New Business Agenda Item No. 2.4 McLauglin Quarry (UP-82-23) and SP-24-02
	Background
	Discussion
	Findings
	Environmental Review
	Comments
	Planning Staff Recommendations
	Suggested Motion
	Preparation

	SP2402_UP8223_2.4-McLaughlinQuarry_StaffReport.pdf
	New Business Agenda Item No. 2.4 McLauglin Quarry (UP-82-23) and SP-24-02
	Background
	Discussion
	Findings
	Environmental Review
	Comments
	Planning Staff Recommendations
	Suggested Motion
	Preparation




